Peace

3650

Peale

Peace River District, a term applied to
the territory adjacent to Peace River. Al-
though agriculture is the principal potential
asset of the district, others are not wanting.
Extensive coal fields exist on the Upper Peace
and it;s tributaries. Placer gold occurs in the
mountain streams tributary to Peace River,
and extensive gypsum deposits are exposed in
the river valley below Vermilion Falls* Do-
minion government reports give over 8,000,-
000,000 board feet of merchantable timber as
a conservative estimate of the timber wealth of
the district.

Peace Treaty (1919). See Peace Con-
ference of Paris.

Peach, a stone fruit, native to China, which
has been cultivated from the earliest times,
reaching Europe by way of Persia; hence its
specific name, Primus persica. It is widely
grown in the United States, standing next to
the apple in acreage and yield of fruit. The
ideal climate for the peach is one of an equable
winter temperature, seldom below zero, and
without prolonged warm periods alternating
with the cold. Peaches of the highest color
and best eating and commercial qualities are
produced on sand, sandy loam soil, or well
drained gravelly or stony loams. The most
serious insect enemies of the peach, hi order
of importance, are the borer, the San Jose
scale, and the curculio. The diseases of the
peach most difficult to combat are the yellows,
the little peach, and the rosette. Neither the
causes nor the modes of infection of these
diseases are yet known. The production of
peaches in the United States amounts to about
53,286,000 bushels annually. Peaches are
grown principally in Georgia, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New
Jersey. Peach canning is an important indus-
try.

Peach Tree Creek, Battle of, a conflict
in the American Civil War, fought near De-
catur, Ga., about 6 m. n. of Atlanta, on July
20, 1864, between a part of the Federal army
commanded by W. T. Sherman, and a part
of the Confederate forces under J. B. Hood.
The Confederates were defeated which hasten-
ed the fall of Atlanta.

Peacock, or Peafowl (Pavo cristatus), a
species of a small genus of game birds belong-
ing to the family Phasianidse, or pheasants.
The peacock is a native of hill-forest regions
in India and Ceylon, where it is found in large
numbers in a wild state. It is a large, hand-
some bird with gorgeous colorings. Like most
of its allies, the peafowl is polygamous, the
display of the male before his mates being a

common sight in captivity. Peacocks are held
sacred by various Indian castes, and in the
native states are carefully protected. The birds
were introduced into Europe at an early pe-
riod, and in former ages were regarded as a
delicacy for the table. They are now bred
almost wholly to furnish an ornament to

Peacock.

parks or large estates, for in confined quarters
they become a nuisance through their harsh
screaming and their destructiveness.

Peacock, Thomas Love (1785-1866),
English poet and novelist, was born in Wey-
mouth. He was an intimate of Shelley. One of
his daughters married George Meredith. His
chief works of fiction are Headlong Hall
(1816); Nightmare Abbey (1818); Maid
Marian (1822); Misfortunes of Elphin
(1829); and Crotchet Castle (1831).

Peale, Charles Wilson (1741-1827), Am-
erican painter, was born in Chestertown, Md.
He studied art under Copley in Boston (1768-.
9), went to London (1770), where he became
a pupil of Benjamin West, returned to Annap-
olis in 1774 and was there occupied as a por-
trait painter until 1776, when he removed to
Philadelphia. He painted a large number of
portraits of Washington. Among other por-
traits are those of Martha Washington, Baron
Steubent Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock,
Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, James